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DESCRIPTION



VIRTUAL 
VISITOR/S
AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE
MENT/S OF 
TERRITORY/IES

WHAT DOES IT COMPEL ME TO 
DO?

HTTPS://GRANDERIE.CA/BOARD/S
ECONDARY/INDIGENOUS-
EDUCATION



MIIGWETCH AND NIA:WEH FOR 
THESE GIFTS!!!!



ME ́TIS AND INUIT

• The Métis have made many contributions 
to Canadian culture and society. They 
invented the York boat that was used on 
large bodies of water and could carry six 
tonnes of cargo. It was essential to trade. 

• The women of the Métis Nation come 
from long lines of strong and resilient 
ancestors. Their unique histories, and 
knowledge of their culture continue to 
influence the sustainability of their people. 
Métis women were the foundation of the 
fur trade. They were able to translate Cree 
and Ojibwe for their husbands in any 
conflicts that arose, and they were the 
bridge between European and Indigenous 
peoples in their trade relations. 



TURTLE ISLAND (NORTH AMERICA, MESOAMERICA AND 
CIRCUM-CARIBBEAN) – OVER 500 DISTINCT NATIONS



TURTLE ISLAND (NORTH AMERICA, MESOAMERICA AND 
CIRCUM-CARIBBEAN) – OVER 500 DISTINCT NATIONS



WHOLISM AS OPPOSED TO HOLISM

• interactive and 
collaborative 
activities

• visual and hands on

• humour
• storytelling and 

group talk
• reflective

• holistic approaches 
with meaningful 
concepts, resources 
and/or artifacts

• mini lessons
• procedures and 

routines
• assessment tools

intellectual spiritual

physicalemotional



SPIRITUAL – REFERS 
TO THE ABILITY TO 
HAVE POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS AND 
DEEPER 
CONNECTIONS 
WITH ALL LIVING 
THINGS. THIS 
DEVELOPS THE 
CONSCIOUSNESS 
AND APPLIED 
CONSCIENTIOUSNE
SS OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL.

• Wholistic approaches with cultural concepts, resources 
and/or artifacts.

• Resources and artifacts can be print, digital, video, audio, 
manipulatives or any other type that can be seen, heard, felt, 
smelt and/or interacted with in some manner.

• Other resources include site visits (geographical locations of 
significance) and human resources (Elders, Métis Senators, 
Cultural Resource People, Parents/Guardians, Indigenous 
organizations).

• Meaningful concepts are the teachings, values or knowledge 
insights (history, use) that come from these resources, 
artifacts, places and people. This statement or statements 
highlights the significance and meaning of it. Example: The 
drum is the heartbeat of Mother Earth. 

• During the consolidation phase there should be an emphasis 
on the personal connections of the learner to the material in 
some way.



PHYSICAL –
REFERS TO THE 
TYPE OF 
ACTIVITIES, 
SPECIFIC 
STRATEGIES 
(ESPECIALLY 
KINESTHETIC 
AND GROUP 
ORIENTED) 
AND 
ARRANGEMENT 
OF SPACE IN 
WHICH 
LEARNING 
TAKES PLACE.

• Interactive and collaborative activities.

• Differentiated instruction strategies are consistent with 
the research on “wise practices” for learners.

• Visual and hands on.

• Traditional form of learning for myself – observe with all 
the senses and then interact, Elders would guide and 
provide the context for learning

• Visual and kinesthetic are key

• Learning goals and success criteria need to be clear and 
in learner language. Exemplars need to be present as a 
reference point for learners.

• Minds On (introductions to classes) need to be engaging 
and connect directly to the class expectation.

• Mini lessons are critical to learning – 12 to 15 minute 
educator directed sessions that are focused and 
concentrated on a particular expectation, skill, value, 
resource, technique or other learning opportunity.



EMOTIONAL –
REFERS TO THE 
STRATEGIES 
APPLIED IN THE 
LEARNING SPACE 
THAT ARE AIMED 
AT THE BUILDING 
OF COMMUNITY 
THROUGH 
SHARING, 
LAUGHING, 
TALKING AND 
CRITICAL 
THINKING.

• Humour

• Laughter and teasing is a cultural norm for my 
community.

• It is about trust and can also be used as a method for 
social norms (appropriate behaviour).

• Laughter releases good endorphins (medical studies 
confirm but we always knew).

• Have laughing sessions.

• Storytelling and group talk

• We began as natural storytellers.

• Use a circle format. A talking stone with rules is fine.

• It is ok to let guest speakers know that there is a time 
limit. Most people do know that universities or events 
run on a schedule.

• Group talk refers to the process of formal and informal 
speaking (conversations) that are built into the class.

• Reflective

• Need opportunities to differentiate the responses 
(other than q and a and exams). Examples: creative 
journalling, use of media, manipulatives, through song, 
other methods.



INTELLECTUAL –
REFERS TO HOW 
CONTENT (FROM 
THE 
SUBJECT/COURSE 
EXPECTATIONS) IS 
DELIVERED/ASSESS
ED AND HOW 
THE 
ORGANIZATION 
OF THE LESSON 
(ESPECIALLY THE 
CLASS SPACE) 
IMPACT STUDENT 
LEARNING.

• Mini lessons

• Clear learning goal, visual component, exemplar, 
very focused. Follow up to mini lesson is the 
application of what has been taught.

• Procedures and routines

• Need to be consistent and engaging. Builds 
community.

• Use basic words from your own language or 
learner languages (with permission) as part of your 
transitions.

• Use kinesthetics as a way to answer questions.

• Use sound effects and music.

• Assessment tools

• Assessment for learning (occurs frequently and in 
an ongoing manner in learner friendly language –
learning goal/s, success criteria and exemplars for 
reference).

• Tools that are diverse and appropriate (portfolios, 
creative journals, photo essays, demonstrations 
with manipulatives, other).



TECHNOLOGICAL AND TRADITIONAL REPRESENTS 
THE COMPLEXITY AND CONFLICTS THAT OUR 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH FACE

Humour has its’ place. Humour is trust.

Youth Aging 

Talking Silence 

Eye contact No eye contact

Individual Community 

Competition Cooperation 

Rights Responsibilities 

Feasts aligned with dates Feasts aligned with spirit/land



MOVING FORWARD IN A 
GOOD WAY

• The greatest gift that we can give to 
our practice and our learners is to 
know ourselves. Who are you? Where 
did you come from? What is your 
ancestral story? How do you benefit 
from a place of privilege? Or, how do 
you not because of a place of 
oppression? This will help 
contextualize your role.



BECOME AN ACCOMPLICE
THINK OF HOW YOU DO THIS ALREADY...

An ally will mostly engage in activism by standing with an individual or group in a 
marginalized community. An accomplice will focus more on dismantling the 
structures that oppress that individual or group—and such work will be directed 
by the stakeholders in the marginalized group. Simply, ally work focuses on 
individuals, and accomplice work focuses on the structures of decision-making 
agency.

Source: https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/ally-or-accomplice-the-language-of-
activism
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