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AREA OF FOCUS: Improving Student Numeracy: Revised October 2016 

BOARD SUPPOSITION: If we engage students in thinking that connects mathematical concepts and processes in our 
elementary classrooms then students will develop a thorough understanding of mathematical ideas. 

SCHOOL SUPPOSITION: If we model knowledge & understanding, communication, thinking and application questions (using 
diagrams, pictures, number and academic vocabulary) for students, then students will improve their ability to answer multi-
step problem solving questions.  (if, then . . .statement) 

 
HIGH YIELD 

STRATEGIES 

 
EVIDENCE OF PROGRESS 

(Monitoring) 

 
TIMELINES 

 
RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR MONITORING 

 

 

1.2 A variety of relevant and meaningful 

assessment data is used by students & 

educators to continuously monitor 

learning, to inform instruction and to 

determine next steps.   

 

 

4.2 A clear emphasis on high levels of 

achievement in numeracy is evident 

throughout the school. 

 

 

 

At the school: 
 
Collaborate development 

of assessment tasks, tools 

(success criteria) and 

practices supports 

consistency of practice in 

and between grades and 

divisions.  

 

 

Numeracy instruction is 

inquiry based, 

intellectually challenging 

and developmentally 

appropriate for all 

students.  Run School wide 

combined grade ‘Math 

Day’. 

In the classroom: 
 

A variety of assessments, 

assessment strategies and 

tools that meet the needs of all 

students are used to improve 

learning and inform 

instructional decisions (e.g. 

observations, projects, work 

samples, etc.).  

 

Inquiry based instruction 

engages students in 

developing conceptual 

understanding, procedural 

fluency, and strategic 

confidence.  Student 

thinking is visible and 

reflects math currently 

being learned. 

 

Expected Student 
Outcomes: 
 
Students use assessment 

data to refine their work, 

plan next steps, and 

monitor their next steps 

 

 Persevere to solve tasks 

and clearly understand 

problems, including 

multiple choice questions 

and show thinking in 

different ways.  Make 

connections across math 

strands and subject areas. 

 

 
 
Specifically, 

during MLCs 

in the fall and 

winter in each 

term. 

 

 

 

Specifically, 

during MLCs 

in the fall and 

winter in each 

term. 

 

 
 
Teachers in each class 

will use the achievement 

chart (i.e.: knowledge and 

understanding, 

communication, thinking 

& application) to develop 

assessments.   

 

 

Teachers in each class 

will monitor and bring 

results to share at selected 

staff meetings and 

learning cycles. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDS: How to develop assessments that 
address all areas of the achievement chart? How to communicate 
assessment & evaluation practices to parents? (i.e. school or classroom 
newsletters) 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT PLANS: Use PD time, MLCs and selected 
staff meetings, to develop and discuss assessments that address the 
four areas of the achievement chart to develop consistency across the 
grades.   

RESOURCES (Human and Material): Ontario Curriculum Documents (Math Processes, the expectations, the achievement chart); “Making Math 
Meaningful” by Small,  “Good Questions for Math Teaching” by Schuster & Canavan-Anderson (5-8) & Sullivan & Lilburn (K-6); Leaps & Bounds” 
by Small; “Math Expressions” by Krpan; Student Report Cards;   

Accessibility awareness will be addressed through mandatory training and a recognition of what needs to occur in a fully accessible and differentiated 
classroom. 


