
… from Mrs. Silverthorne 

  

April has arrived and we are rolling toward June. We are 

still working on improving student ability to take 

responsibility for their own learning and behavior. Some 

students continue to struggle with handing projects in on 

time and submitting assignments. I continue to support 

students by listing work that needs to be done, giving 

extra time for completion, and providing reminders. 

However, I am not “chasing” students to submit their work. 

Ask your students if they have completed the “Work to be Finished” list that is on the 

board by the end of every week. Again, I rarely give hard “due dates” and students are 

always welcome to take the initiative to ask for a retest or to redo an assignment. 

 

EQAO is fast approaching! We will be writing the test during the last week 

of May. We will be doing a formal practice test at the end of May. Again, 

this group of students did not participate in EQAO in Grade 3, so it is an 

entirely new experience for them. 

 

We continue to work on our responses to reading using “The Search 

Begins”, a serial story from the Hamilton Spectator. We are also working 

on perfect paragraphs, with a focus on editing skills and using commas. 

 

We finished our unit on measurement and geometry, and students should have 

taken home their final assessment in this area. We are now working on 

fractions. I have noticed that the majority of the students have major 

misconceptions about what a fraction in and how to compare and add them. So 

we are starting from scratch with our learning to ensure we are fully understanding what 

we are learning and why the rules make sense.  

 

In Social Studies, we have started a new unit in Canada’s Interactions with the 

Global Community. As part of our discussion, students are responsible for 

introducing a current event. We then decide as a group whether the issue is a 

Social, Political, Economic or Environmental problem. So far, students are 

showing great enthusiasm in this unit and we are having rich discussions. In Science, we 

were treated to a guest speaker regarding invasive species, which leads nicely into our 

next unit in Biodiversity. 

 

We have started a badminton tournament in phys. ed., and are exploring the works of 

Mondrian in art class. Ask your students how Mondrian would have represented a tree! 

 

Have a great April!! 

Mrs. Silverthorne 


