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Dear Parents, 

   Mother Nature certainly began the 2018 with a bang!  It was good to have some snow for everyone to 

play in, though!  It has been a while since we’ve had snow hills, like we did last week, to play in.  I hope 

that everyone had a wonderful holiday! 

   In language this month, we are working on making connections, through our study of Marc Brown 

books. Marc Brown is the author of the Arthur series of books and cartoons.  These books are great 

books to use when making connections as the characters are about our age, and therefore have similar 

problems and points of view as us, which makes them easy to connect to.  There are 3 kinds of 

connections we can make.  There are text-to-text connections where we connect to something in the 

book we are reading, to something we read in another book.  The second kind of connection is a text-to-

self connection.  This is perhaps the easiest kind of connection as we are connecting something from the 

book to something in our schema (our own knowledge and experiences).  The third type of connection is 

a text-to-world connection where we connect something in the book to some thing we have heard 

about in our community/world/society.   The students are encouraged to try to connect to how the 

characters are feeling, when possible, as this leads to a deeper connection or understanding of the 

story.  For example, “Arthur and I were both really excited to finally get a puppy because we had both 

been wishing for one for a long time.” shows a deeper understanding of the story than “Arthur and I 

both got puppies.”  To end our study of Marc Brown books we are going to write and our own stories, 

based on Marc Brown characters and writing styles.  These books traditionally take quite a long time to 

go through all of the writing and publishing steps, however they are a source of great pride.  We will also 

make posters to advertise our newly published books.  Please stay tuned as we become authors! 

   In math we have started our unit on addition, as well as our mini-unit on linear measurement.  Grade 1 

students will practice adding numbers to 18, using a variety of strategies.  They will also measure and 

compare various objects, using non-standard tools.  Grade 2 students are using various strategies to add 

2 digit numbers with and without regrouping.  It is really important that Grade 2 students practice their 

math facts to 18, so that they can recall these facts quickly and correctly, in order to complete the more 

complex 2- digit addition questions.  One strategy that makes the ‘counting on’ strategy quicker for 

some students, is to place the biggest number in our heads and count on the other number.  For 

example, to solve 4+9, students would put 9 in their heads and count on 4 more using their fingers.  

Grade 2 students will measure and compare objects, using standard tools, such as meter sticks and cm 

rulers.   

   In social studies, we are concluding our traditions unit with a study of Chinese New Year and Mardi 

Gras, during early February.  Term 2 social studies will include mapping skills, as well as a comparison of 

how communities around the world, meet their needs for food, shelter, recreation, and employment.  



We will also investigate how the distance from the equator impacts how each community meets these 

needs. 

   This week a note about Mardi Gras celebrations on February 13th came home with the youngest and 

only children.  I would like to make one mask here at school, as part of our art classes.  I will provide all 

of the materials the students need to decorate their mask at school.  However, if students would like to 

also decorate a mask at home, that is fine too.  There is no need to send art supplies to school though. 

   Lastly, this week we have to say goodbye to Ms. Kuhn, as her placement with us has already come to 

an end.  We will celebrate her time with us, on Thursday, January 18.  The students and I have really 

enjoyed having Ms. Kuhn with us.  We wish her all the best in her future endeavors, and hope that we 

will see her back at Oneida in the future. 

   Well I think that is all for now.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at the school (905-768-4770), or via 

your child’s agenda.  I will return you call/note as soon as I can.  

   Sincerely,  

   Suzie Johnson 

 


