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GRAND ERIE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 

   

TO:  Brenda Blancher, Director of Education 

FROM:  Jamie Gunn, Superintendent of Business & Treasurer 

RE:  Approval to Tender New Fairview School 

DATE:  April 10, 2017 
   
 

Recommended Action: It was moved by __________________Seconded by _________________ 
THAT the Grand Erie District School Board approve the design of the New Fairview School for 
release of tender documents.  

 
Background: 
 
The Ministry of Education approved Capital Priorities Grant funding and Child Care capital funding 
for a total of $11,518,529 to complete the consolidation of Haldimand East Schools. This allocation 
is intended to fund the total project budget for the Thompson Creek additions and the new school 
to replace Fairview Avenue School, Dunnville including the cost of Consulting Fees, Permits, and 
Construction.   
 
In accordance with Policy FT1 – Major Construction Projects, the Project Committee was struck and 
has met on two occasions to develop schematic plans and proposed scope of work for the new 
Dunnville school for Board consideration.  The plans were developed with consideration of input 
provided through the ARC Report, Policy FT10 Green School Construction and with regard to the 
funding level provided. 
 
Proposed Project Features: 
 
New 45,230 sq. ft. two story school to be constructed on the Fairview Avenue site which includes: 

 14 regular classrooms 
 3 kindergarten classrooms 
 1 special education classroom including a snoezelen room 
 Early years centre 
 Elevator  
 Library/Learning Commons 
 4,474 sq. ft. gymnasium with fold down stage and separate access for community use. 

 
Site Alterations to include: 

 Development of a parent drop off and bus loop on the west side of the site and staff and 
visitor parking areas 

The building is designed to include central air conditioning to all spaces, LED lighting and high 
efficiency mechanical systems.  A green/living roof is being contemplated on the lower roof area on 
the west side of the building subject to available funding. 
 
Schematic Drawings Attached: 

Floor plans – Level 1 & 2 
Site Plan 
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Budget Implications: 
 
Hanscomb Cost Consultants were engaged to review the plans and provide a cost estimate to ensure 
Ministry requirements are met.  Their cost estimate was developed in conjunction with the schematic 
drawings provided by the project architect (Salter Pilon Architecture). 
 
Estimated project costs are within the Ministry approved allocation as follows. 
  

Construction Estimate – 
  School and related site work    $ 8,363,900   
  Early Years Centre           630,600 
   Total Construction Estimate   $ 8,994,500 
  
 Allowance for design, permits, project management, 
  Commissioning and contingency   $ 1,400,000 
 
 HST net of rebate      $    224,520 
 
 Total estimated project cost     $10,619,020 
 
Project Schedule: 
 
Pending Board approval of the proposed project scope of work, Ministry approval to release the 
project tender will be requested.  The proposed design will be shared with the school community at 
an open house to be held at Fairview Avenue School on April 13th from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The 
schedule below would see the project complete and ready for occupancy by staff and students for 
September 2018.  This is a very tight schedule, especially at the current design phase to the point of 
breaking ground.  Any changes coming from the site plan review and approval process may 
influence the timing of completion of design and tender posting and award. 
 

Schematic Design and Stakeholder consultation: Schematic Design Complete 
Open House Apr 13/17 

Site Plan Review and Agreement (discussions already 
underway) 

Mid-April to Mid-July 2017 
(3 mos. process) 

General Contractor Tender Posting June 1 2017 (3 wks.) 
General Contractor Tender Award Week of June 26, 2017 

Break Ground / Commence Construction Phase week of July 3, 2017  
Occupancy: August 2018 

 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Jamie Gunn 
Superintendent of Business & Treasurer 


