
 

Math – We have completed our patterning 

unit and just started our Data Management 

Unit. We are collecting information and 

learning how to represent that data on 

graphs, neatly and accurately. Students are 

also learning the different parts that make 

up a graph (e.g. Title, Numbers, Choices, 

Labels and Data) so they can create 

graphs themselves! Measurement (e.g. non-

standard and standard units of 

measurement) will be our next math unit. 

 

Art – We continue to explore colour, line 

and space. Recently, we talked about tint 

and shade (making a colour lighter or 

darker) to create depth in our artwork. 

We’ve made some amazing seasonal art!  
 

COMING SOON! 

Hat Day 

Friday is Hat Day in support of the United 

Way. If you are able, a $2 donation would 

be greatly appreciated. **Please 

remember the fundraising classroom 

challenges too! All donations for those 

challenges must be in by November 1st, to 

compete for the prizes mentioned in the 

bright orange letter that came home last 

Friday. Thank you! 

Math Jam – Math Wizards! 

We are pleased to welcome MathJam 

“Math Wizards” to James Hillier School on 

November 15. This energetic show will 

challenge our K-3 students with math 

problems so they can solve a mystery - all 

while being physically active too! A huge 

THANK YOU to School Council for helping 

make this exciting and educational show 

possible for our primary students!!! 

 

 

 

Hello Families! 

It’s been a busy time in Grade 1/2, with an 

even busier month ahead!  

Language: We continue to learn about a 

variety of reading strategies and are 

practicing using them when faced with a 

challenging word. In writing, we are 

learning how to write a persuasive 

paragraph. Students are trying to 

convince their peers (and me!) why their 

favourite animal, season or food, is the 

best. I am also emphasizing the 

importance of writing using our Success 

Criteria (e.g. uppercase letters at the 

beginning of a sentence, spaces 

between words, punctuation at the end, 

and using our dictionary – especially 

important as we are still learning how to 

spell.) Sounding out the more challenging 

words is always OK – but they should be 

using their dictionaries for all those sight 

words. 

Finally, thank you for helping your child 

practice the WOW words. I am pleased 

with how well they are doing on the 

weekly spelling tests. **Beginning in 

November, I will no longer put the words 

back up for double-checking, after each 

test. Students are ready to complete 

these tests independently!!! 😊 
 

Science/Social Studies – We are coming 

to the end of our Global Communities unit 

in Gr 2. Posters will be coming home soon 

so students can practice their 

presentation for the class. More details will 

follow soon! 
 

Science – Grade 1 will be learning about 

Seasonal Changes with Mrs. Metcalfe, 

while Grade 2 will be learning about 

Growth and Changes in Animals.  Please 

send in a shoe box for your child if 

possible, for our culminating animal 

project. No rush - thank you! 

 

 

Here’s What’s New 

in Grade 1/2! 
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Parent- Teacher Interviews 

Please send back your preferences sheet for 

interview times. We will do our best to 

coordinate siblings as well. You will be notified 

of your interview time shortly. 

 

Apps’ Mill 

The Grade 1/2 class will be visiting Apps’ Mill 

on November 22nd as part of the Ministry’s 

outdoor education program. We will be 

learning about insects and mapping. Trip 

forms will come home soon. Volunteers will be 

needed for this trip and are most welcome! 

As always, a valid police check is required. 

 

Winter Clothing 

Despite the rather warm Fall we have had, it is 

time to start thinking about the colder 

weather that is just around the corner. Please 

take some time to have your child practice 

putting on and taking off their winter gear 

independently – including snaps, buttons and 

zippers. It is very important that they can dress 

themselves as time is short for dressing AND 

eating before it’s time for recess. Tip: If your 

child has removable liners in their boots or 

coat, please teach them how to put these 

liners back in or how to take the items off 

without taking the liner out too. Better yet, if 

you are still shopping for these things – 

consider items without removable liners!  

 

 

Running Shoes 

Just a reminder that gym is every Day 1 & 

5. Students must wear running shoes for 

gym. Now that we are starting to need 

boots, please be sure your child has a pair 

of running shoes to leave at school for 

gym. Shoes with VELCRO (or other easy 

fasteners) are required, unless your child 

can tie their own laces, independently. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!  

Have a great month!  

Mrs. Laura Dudley 

 

Important Dates:     

 

Hat Day – Nov. 3 

 

Book Orders Due – Nov. 8 

 

Remembrance Day – Nov. 11 

 

Progress Reports Sent Home – Nov. 15 

 

MathJam: Math Wizards – Nov. 15 AM 

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews – Nov. 16 PM 

                                              - Nov. 17 AM 

 

P/A Day – Nov. 17 – No School Today 

 

Apps’ Mill Trip – November 22 

 

 

                      STAY IN THE LOOP! 

Here’s how to keep up to date on what’s 

happening Grade 1/2! 

 Check the Agenda every day. 

 Newsletters will come home in the 

first week of each month.  

 A Calendar will be glued in your 

child’s agenda. 

 Check out the James Hillier website 

(on the GDESB website) or follow our 

school on Facebook 

 

 


