
PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 
October 19th, 2016 – 6:30 pm 

Attendance:  Katie Bartlett, Bev Cody, Liz Dreyer, Jenny Heeg, Kate Holwerda, Yvonne Norman, 
Leryn Pastir, Karen Smith, David Van Laecke 

The minutes from the previous meeting were distributed and read. 
Bev made a motion to accept the minutes as distributed, Katie seconded the motion, carried. 
The minutes from this meeting will be distributed by David to all those in attendance today.  
Should anyone else like a copy, please notify David and he will gladly forward them on. 

Leryn Pastir has accepted the position of Treasurer.  

Principals Report: 

David presented the introductory video for the GEDSB’s new multi-year plan “Success for Every 
Student”.  It is nice to see that the diversity of the students within our board is reflected in this 
video.  We value everyone in our area and recognize that success for every student looks 
different for every student. 

David mentioned that the minutes of the Board’s meetings are posted immediately following 
each meeting should anyone be interested. 

On Monday October 24th, 2016 the board is to decide the plan for the Simcoe schools.  It was 
noted that should Elgin close, Bloomsburg would be able to accommodate the Special 
Education Program that is currently at Elgin. 

The ‘Minds Up’ Program was kicked off at Bloomsburg today.  This is an extension of the 
‘healthy schools’ program and looks at mental wellness.  Today the students learned what it 
looks like when mental wellness is not there.  We want the students to know that it is okay to 
talk about this and to please talk about this if they are worried about themselves or someone 
else. 

Question:  Do we want to introduce this program to parents? 
David will approach the Health Department and see what options we have. 
We will discuss this further at our next meeting. 

Teacher Report: 
 
Junior Soccer team to bring home division pennant - placing 2nd place and moving forward to 
play later this month in next division. (Shelley Turner, Clayton Forbes) 
 
Cross Country event took place - students ranged in placing, compassionate sportsmanship was 
demonstrated by several runners from Bloomsburg. (Laura Lea) 
 
Kindergarten students enjoyed a short field trip to Cleaver Orchards. (FDK Team) 
 



Battery collection has resumed for the year. We placed 20th out of 125 - goal is to beat our 
standing. (Jane Hyde-Dawson, David Van Laecke) 
 
Students enjoyed annual Terry Fox event at local trail. (Kim Harris, Michelle Stewart) 
 
Bloomsburg staff participating in the Wellness Wednesday Step Challenge, making their healthy 
choices and walking habits visible to students on a weekly basis. (Staff Wellness Coach - 
Michelle Stewart) 
 
Spirit Squad “Hallowe’ek” events taking place this year. October 24th - 31st (Michelle Stewart, 
Kim Harris) 
 
Saidat day-long event on October 26th for K-8 students. 
 
Eco School certification is beginning this month - goal is Bronze Level for a Hydration Station. 
(Michelle Stewart, Kate Holwerda) 
 
Primary Literacy Workshop for Parents took place - informal and engaging event with primary 
staff and parents. (Kate Holwerda) 
 
The Great Big Crunch occurs at 2:30 p.m. on October 20th.  All students in gym to appreciate 
healthy benefits of apples and take a bite of an apple given to each of them. 
 

Fall Fundraiser: 
• Money and forms are due October 25th. 
• Bev and Katie will meet Thursday, October 27th to summarize the order and get it sent 

off. 

Turkey Dinner: 
• Liz and Leryn have agreed to take on the task of organizing this annual event. 
• They will connect with Jen Bard for direction. 

One Stop Christmas Shop: 
• November 12th, 2016, 9am – 12pm 
• 21 Vendors confirmed, have room for a total of 25 
• Jenny is heading up the bake sale and will post ads in the local papers / radio / etc. 
• Volunteers are still needed.  Katie will contact those parents that responded to our 

survey with offers of help at various events. 

Bulldog Blast: 
• Do we have one? 
• A number of our key parent volunteers are moving on after this year – do we have 

parents willing to take on this task? 
• It is a huge source of funding for our parent group. 



• Date set for June 8th, 2017 from 5 – 7 pm. 
• Do we try to combine activities from Education Week with the Bulldog Blast and then 

have just 1 event? 
• We will re-visit this at the next meeting. 

Parent’s Choice Night: 
• We received a $600 grant for this event. 
• Last year we held a craft day. 
• What do we think about a math night – to show the parents what our kids are learning 

and the methods teachers are using to teach them? 
• Kate and Bev will develop a survey to be sent to parents that will help us determine 

what parents are interested in and what they will attend. 

New Business: 
• Katie has been researching ideas for us to use as either a reward system in the school, a 

way to promote school spirit / unity or possibly a fundraiser. 
o She found 1000 temporary tattoos for $165.  Kate thinks we have these already 

and will try to find them. 
o She has also been looking at water bottles as a possible fundraiser.  This idea has 

also been tossed around by the teachers.  She will look into this some more. 
• A tree will be planted outside of the Grade 1 classroom in memory of Maria Hamm. 

o Eisings will come in to plant the tree before the end of the month.   
o David will make sure the Hamm family is present when we dedicate the tree in 

Maria’s name. 

Meeting Dates for 2016 / 17 School Year – please mark these on your calendar 

• November 16, 2016 
• January 11, 2017 
• February 15, 2017 
• April 12, 2017 
• May 10, 2017 
• June 14, 2017 


