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Ecole Dufferin News 

           May 2018 
Issue Nine Newsletter Date:  May, 2018 

We welcome Spring and with it, the many activities leading us into June.  Our students are 
taking part in a variety of events and activities throughout the next few months.  We begin 
the month of May with Education Week.  This upcoming week, we have our annual Book 
Fair,  Grand-Parents & Parents Day, Kindergarten Orientation, Music Festival, Wres-
tling Tournament,  Chalk It Out, Track & Field, Jump Rope for Heart, and E.Q.A.O. 
testing at the end of the month. 
 
On May 1st at 4:00 p.m., we are hosting our Kindergarten Orientation and welcome all 
new parents and their children attending kindergarten for the first time.  We look forward 
to meeting everyone !!!   
 
We are also looking forward to our Education Week Open House on May 
8th.  The annual Grand-Parents and Parents Day will run from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. We invite our  guests to visit the children’s classes as 
well as partake in the activities offered in the classes.   
 
The week of May 7th, we also celebrate Staff Appreciation Week  - please remember to 
thank a staff member at Ecole Dufferin for all their hard work.   
 
On May 23rd, 24th, 25th, 29th, 30th, 31st, we will be doing the EQAO testing with all our 
grade three and six students.  This is a busy time for these students and we hope that par-
ents will not make appointments  for students of these classes during this time in order not 
to disrupt classes during the test.  A breakfast is provided for all students writing the test… 
French toats, grilled cheese, scrambled eggs, pancakes, toast and spreads, cereal, fruits.  
More information will follow in mid-May for parents of students writing the test.  Anyone 
able to scribe for students or assist with the breakfast, please contact Sandy Bonbled. 
 

 
 

Communicating with Parents 
 
We continue to work on improving our communication with parents.  
Sometimes, it is difficult for teachers and parents to get in touch.   
Our website has become a great communication tool at Ecole Duffer-
in.  We can better communicate with you information such as news-
letters via our Messenger system..   
 
If you have e-mail at home or at work and would like to receive communication from the 
school via Messenger, please send back the slip below and return to the office.  We will e-
mail all school newsletters to you via Messenger each month.   
 
If you need to contact the teachers, you may do so using their school e-mail address:   
first name.last name@granderie.ca  
 
Student’s name(s):   __________________________________________ 
 
Parent e-mail address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Please return to the school office. 
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May 1st   Kindergarten Orientation 4:00 
   Music Festival 
 
May 7th - 11th  Book Fair 
   Education Week 
   Staff Appreciation Week 
 
May  8th  Grand-Parents & Parents Day 9:00 AM- 10:00AM 
 
May 9th   Wrestling Tournament at W. Ross 
   Parent Council Meeting 6:30 PM 
   Pita Day 
 
May 10th   Track & Field  
 
May 11th  Jump Rope for Heart 
   Safety Patroller Day 
 
May 16th  Pizza Day 
 
May 21st  NO SCHOOL - Victoria Day 
 
May 22nd  Quartetto Gelato Performance (K-8) 
 
May 23rd  Pita Day  
 
May 23rd - 25th  EQAO grades 3 and 6  (Week 1) 
 
May 25th   Subway Day 
 
May 28th  Immunization 
 
May 29th - 31st  EQAO grades 3 and 6  (Week 2) 
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E.Q.A.O. Breakfast  
As we prepare for E.Q.A.O. testing, we are planning strategies to lessen the anxiety for our 
students as well as provide the most desirable environment.   
We will be offering breakfast for the grade three and six students each day, before testing, 
allowing time to be with friends and eat something healthy.  We will also minimize the 
amount of time on-task for the testing, and completing the test over a longer period of days. 
We also have many accommodations in place for students requiring use of the computer, 
scribing, as well as extra time.  Students requiring these accommodations are already being 
accommodated in class as part of their daily routines.   
Testing will take place May 23rd, 24th, 25th, 29th, 30th, 31st.  We need volunteers every 
morning for breakfast from 7:45 - 9:30.  We also need volunteers to assist students during 
the test for accommodation purposes between 9:15- 10:30 and from 11:15 - 12:30 daily. 

 
Any parents able to assist with the breakfast or the testing, please fill out 
the form below with the dates and times when you are available.  Please 
remember that you will need to have an up-to-date police check. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 

Name:  __________________________________ 
 
Contact #:  _______________________________ 
 
Dates and Times Available:  
 
May 23rd_______________________________ 
 
May 24th   ______________________________ 
 
May 25th  _______________________________ 
 
May 29th  _______________________________ 
 
May 30th _______________________________  
 
May 31st  _______________________________ 
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Volunteers and Police Checks 
Volunteers only require police checks to be done every two years.  The Grand Erie School Board 
requires all volunteers to have police checks done to take part in school activities.   
We are encouraging anyone interested in volunteering to get their police check done during the 
summer months to alleviate the backlog in September.   
 
Please call the school or ask our administrative assistants for a copy of the letter now to facilitate 
the process.  We hope that this will assist our families in order for them to enjoy our Fall festivities and school year 
events. 

School Organization 2018-2019 
 
Parents want the best for their children as they look forward to a new school year.  If you have any 
requests for next year, they need to be in writing to the Principal before May 30th.  Please be aware 
that we do not accept requests asking for a specific teacher.  Any requests must state the child’s 
needs and the reason for those needs.  We thank you in advance for allowing this process to be fair 
and professional for all. 

Track and Field 
 
Our school track and field day is fast approaching.  We will be having our school 
track and field day on May 10th at Lion’s Park. 
Please make sure to return permission forms prior to the event.  Due to the nature 
of this event, we cannot accept verbal permissions and require all forms signed. 

Mental Health Awareness Week - 
From our Child and Youth Work 

 
The week of May 7th, all Child and Youth Workers in the Grand Erie Board will be 
running the Chalk Talk Mental Health Awareness event in Grand Erie. That week is 
Mental Health Awareness Week and the “chalk talk” is a wonderful way to have some 
discussions around Mental Health and then “chalking” to show others that the school 
supports this very important subject.  
 
A variety of activities around the school will take place to spread the word in the com-
munity about healthy lifestyles & healthy living.   We want to show our community 
the importance of staying healthy & taking care of ourselves.  
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Book Fair 
Dear Parents and Families, 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school May 7th - 11th! The book fair will 
be open during the Grand-Parents and Parents Day visit on May 8th, and throughout 
the week after school.  What better way to promote reading to our students than by 
supporting this important literary event. 
 

 

 

The Seven Math Processes 

This month’s newsletter will continue to focus on the seven key processes students engage in as 

they learn and use math throughout the grade.  Past newsletters, focussed on problem solving, 

reasoning and proving, reflecting, selecting tools and computational strategies and connecting The 

last two processes that we will consider are representing and communication.  Your child will use 

these processes when learning new concepts and procedures, practising skills, and solving prob-

lems. Your child will also draw on his/her knowledge and skills from the five strands and make 

connections with real-life situations.  

 

Representing  

Math concepts and procedures can be represented in many different ways. Using a variety of 

ways to represent a concept or procedure leads to deeper understanding. Math manipulatives 

(physical objects students can manipulate) are particularly valuable tools to allow students to 

represent their thinking. They allow students to explore abstract concepts in a hands-on, con-

crete way. A student’s concrete representations can also give the teacher useful insight into the 

student’s thinking. 

In your child’s math classroom, students: 

 use a wide variety of learning tools to explore and represent math concepts  

 use graphs, tables, words, physical and digital models, drawings, numeric and alge-

braic expressions and equations when solving problems 

 

Communicating 

Communicating one’s thinking and reasoning is an essential part of math. Through communica-

tion, students share and develop their understanding. Over time, students learn to use this lan-

guage precisely and effectively. 

In your child’s math classroom, students: 

 participate in many conversations with the teacher, and with other students, in 

which they ask questions, share and clarify ideas, compare strategies, draw conclu-

sions, and explain their reasoning. Everyone’s thinking is valued and considered 

 communicate their math thinking orally and in writing  


