
Treaty Recognition
Treaty Week in Ontario is November 6 -10, 2017

TVDSB will be recognizing Treaty Awareness for the 
month of November



Treaty Recognition Resource
The following has been compiled by Sarah Sanders (First Nations, Metis, and Inuit 
Instructional Coach) from a variety of sources in order to support the learning 
about and teaching of Treaty in the TVDSB. It is organized as follows:

Section 1 - Teacher Resources for background learning prior to instruction

Section 2 - Primary Focused Activities

Section 3 - Junior Focused Activity

Section 4 - Intermediate Focused Activity



Teacher Resources



Overview of Treaty Week
On May 30, 2016, Ontario passed new legislation to recognize the importance of treaties and to bring 
awareness to the treaty relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in the province. 

The Treaties Recognition Week Act, 2016 designates the first week of November each year as Treaties 

Recognition Week. The first legislation of its kind in Canada, Treaties Recognition Week provides a 

recurring opportunity for teachers to plan learning activities about treaties during the school year and will 

help promote awareness of treaties in the broader public. 

This legislation is part of Ontario's Treaty Strategy which serves to promote constructive engagement and 

revitalization of treaty relationships between the province and Indigenous communities.

Treaties Recognition Week is also one of many steps on Ontario's journey of healing and reconciliation 

with Indigenous peoples. It reflects Ontario's commitment to work with Indigenous partners, creating a 

better future for everyone in the province.

Source: https://news.ontario.ca/mirr/en/2016/05/ontario-proclaims-first-week-of-november-treaties-recognition-week.html

https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties
https://news.ontario.ca/mirr/en/2016/05/ontario-proclaims-first-week-of-november-treaties-recognition-week.html


Quick Facts About Treaty
● Ontario is covered by 46 treaties and other agreements, such as land purchases by the Crown 

signed between 1781 and 1930.

● Treaties are the legally binding agreements that set out the rights, responsibilities and relationships 
of First Nations and the federal and provincial governments.

● This legislation supports Premier Wynne’s Apology and Statement of Ontario’s Commitment to 
Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples made in the Legislature on May 30, 2016.

● Ontario is working with Indigenous partners to enhance the provincial education curriculum in order 
to support mandatory learning about residential schools, the legacy of colonialism and the rights and 
responsibilities we all have to each other as treaty people.

● A Political Accord was signed with the Chiefs of Ontario in August 2015 to guide the relationship 
between First Nations and the province.

Source: https://news.ontario.ca/mirr/en/2016/05/ontario-proclaims-first-week-of-november-treaties-recognition-week.html

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2016/05/ontarios-commitment-to-reconciliation-with-indigenous-peoples.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2016/05/ontarios-commitment-to-reconciliation-with-indigenous-peoples.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2016/2/ontario-implementing-new-indigenous-training-and-education-requirements.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2015/08/first-nations-ontario-sign-political-accord.html
http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/
https://news.ontario.ca/mirr/en/2016/05/ontario-proclaims-first-week-of-november-treaties-recognition-week.html


Treaty Map for Ontario - Post Confederation Treaties

The city of London is 
located on Treaty 6 
territory, but the 
TVDSB has schools 
in several other 
Treaty areas in 
southwestern 
Ontario (Treaty 2, 3, 
21, 29). 

https://files.ontario.ca/treaties_map_english.pdf

https://files.ontario.ca/treaties_map_english.pdf


Treaty Map for Ontario - Pre Confederation Treaties

There were many Treaties prior to Canadian 
Confederation. This infographic is interactive and 
allows for further exploration of the number Treaties 
listed. Treaty Infographic

http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AL/STAGING/texte-text/treatyMaking-infopic-pdf_1380133996417_eng.pdf


First Nations Map for Ontario

Explore where various First Nations 
Peoples live across Ontario. Found at 

https://files.ontario.ca/pictures/firstnations_
map.jpg

https://files.ontario.ca/pictures/firstnations_map.jpg
https://files.ontario.ca/pictures/firstnations_map.jpg


We are all Treaty People kit 
is available through medianet 
in the TVDSB employee 
portal.

The kit can be 
ordered through 
the Anishinabek 
Nation - Union 
of Ontario 
Indians. There 
are kits for both 
elementary and 
secondary 
schools, as well 
as additional 
resources 
available at: http://www.anishinabek.ca/

We are all Treaty People - Kit and Video

http://www.anishinabek.ca/


Union of Ontario Indians - Great links to lesson plans, videos and added information: 
http://www.anishinabek.ca/education-resources/gdoo-sastamoo-kii-mi/

Treaties Ontario - This is linked in the Junior and Intermediate Lesson for students to review, or teachers 
to use as guided exploration. Great information from the Ontario perspective: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties

First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Education Association of Ontario - Links to resources and lessons: 
https://fnmieao.com/resources/treaty-resources/

Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario has many resources available for teachers: 
http://etfovoice.ca/feature/getting-ready-treaties-recognition-week
http://etfovoice.ca/article/embracing-concept-we-are-all-treaty-people-your-classroom
http://etfovoice.ca/feature/walking-and-talking-treaties-power-students%E2%80%99-inquiry-deepening-so
cial-studies-curriculum

Edugains Lesson Resource for Intermediate:
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/curriculum/elementaryresources/socialstudies.html
Grade 8 - Treaty Learning 
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesCurrImpl/Elementary/TreatyEducationResources/Grade8_%20LivingLib
raryPre-PostActivity.pdf

Additional Resource Links:

http://www.anishinabek.ca/education-resources/gdoo-sastamoo-kii-mi/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties
https://fnmieao.com/resources/treaty-resources/
http://etfovoice.ca/feature/getting-ready-treaties-recognition-week
http://etfovoice.ca/article/embracing-concept-we-are-all-treaty-people-your-classroom
http://etfovoice.ca/feature/walking-and-talking-treaties-power-students%E2%80%99-inquiry-deepening-social-studies-curriculum
http://etfovoice.ca/feature/walking-and-talking-treaties-power-students%E2%80%99-inquiry-deepening-social-studies-curriculum
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/curriculum/elementaryresources/socialstudies.html
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesCurrImpl/Elementary/TreatyEducationResources/Grade8_%20LivingLibraryPre-PostActivity.pdf
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesCurrImpl/Elementary/TreatyEducationResources/Grade8_%20LivingLibraryPre-PostActivity.pdf




Primary Activities
Exploring Treaty as the concept of a Promise, or agreement between two 
parties. Helping students to understand the obligation that we have when we 
make promises, and the consequences of breaking promises. 

There are 4 activities below, feel free to use all or only a few of them. The 
activities build on the concepts and adds more detail to the explanation of 
Treaty.



What is a Promise?

Activity 1 -



A Promise is….

● An agreement that is made by saying it out loud, or by 
writing it down.

● Giving your word that you will do what you said you would 
do, and then actually doing it.



Who might you make a Promise to?



Read Aloud - A Promise Is A Promise
Read the story of Allashua and the promise 
that she made. 

After reading the story discuss:

● Who did Allashua make a promise to? 
● Was this a good promise to have 

made? 
● What do we mean when we say 

A Promise Is A Promise?

Activity 2 -



Exploring Treaty  

Treaties, or agreements, were often made between First Nations People before 
European settlers arrived in North America. These agreements were often 
recorded using Wampum Belts that were made of special beads from the inside of 
clam shells. Each bead was an important part to the agreement that was made. 

A wampum was created based on having an understanding of how things were 
supposed to be. The agreements were created and were living documents. The 
spirit of the wampum was honoured by speaking with them. They represented the 
promises that were made to each other.  

Activity 3 -



Peace Treaty - The Hiawatha Belt 
Symbolized the agreement of unity of the 5 Nations - 
Mohawk (keepers of the Eastern door), Oneida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga, Seneca (keepers if the Western door). The Tree of 
Peace is at the centre. 

This agreement was created when the 5 Nations decided to 
stop fighting with each other. It represented the promise they 
made to be at peace and to build friendships between the 
Nations. 

The white represents the peace between the nations and the 
purple represents a new beginning, a new life

The Tuscarora joined confederacy in 1722 and it is now 
known as the Six Nations Confederacy.



Exploring Treaty  

Once Europeans came to settle in North America, Treaties, or agreements, were 
made between the First Nations Peoples and the settlers. The agreements first 
outlined how First Nations Peoples and Europeans were going to share the land, 
honour each other and live in peace, friendship and trust. 



The Two Row Wampum or Guswenta

Symbolizes the first agreement/treaty between the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the first Dutch settlers in 
1613. 

It was intended as a commitment to honour oneself, as well as 
respecting the path of others. It is the human law - we need to 
stay who we are and respect who others are.

“We are all treaty people - we all have a responsibility to follow the agreement laid out in the two row 
wampum.  White means - Peace, Friendship, Trust. 

There is enough room for all. Bring what you need to live, but remember the original people of this land. We 
must remember to respect the land. We can live together well as long as you stay in your boat and we stay 
in ours. 

At first it worked well - we shared resources of the land and the teachings.”

- Maurice Switzer  - the Mississaugas of Alderville First Nation

Peace Treaty - The Two Row Wampum



Exploring Treaty  
Later Treaties were made between the 
Government and First Nations Peoples. These 
Treaties also outline how the land was going to 
be used, but the Government was often the one 
telling the First Nations Peoples what would be 
listed in those agreements. The Government 
also broke many of the promises made.

Ontario is covered by 46 different Treaties.

Explore The map and see what Treaty applies to 
where you live. Compare the areas covered by 
Treaty

https://files.ontario.ca/treaties_map_english.pdf

https://files.ontario.ca/treaties_map_english.pdf


Watch the video

Watch and listen as 
Kiera narrates the 
We Are All Treaty 
People book, 
written by Betty 
Lynxleg, Illustrated 
by Scott B. 
Henderson and 
Amber Green.

Activity 4 -

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYWkdP7GdBg


So what is a Treaty?

A Treaty is a promise that was made between First Nations and Governments 

(Federal and Provincial). It is a legally binding agreement that set out the 

rights, responsibilities and relationships between First Nations and the 

Government. It covers things like:

● payments of goods and cash

● ending of First Nations’ rights/title to certain lands

● creation of reserves where First Nations Peoples were to live

● protection of fishing, hunting and harvesting rights

● promises of schools, clothing and farming equipment and supplies



Watch the video below to see what other students in 
Ontario think about the meaning of Treaty - 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p--vT_zyVWg


Reflection
What does being a Treaty Person mean to you?



Junior Activity



This lesson has been created using a HyperDoc format. 
There are video links, web content, reflective questions, 
factual responses and a link to a community Padlet to 
add reflections to at the end of the learning. The overall 
layout is the same for the Junior and Intermediate 
versions, but the links and responses requested from 
students are slightly different. 

Before this HyperDoc, please make a copy for yourself. 
Feel free to make any changes that would tailor the 
learning more specifically to your students.  

The activity can be assigned through Google classroom 
for independent completion, completion with small 
groups, or feel free to use it as a whole class 
exploration. 

Treaty Week - Exploring 
Treaties Intermediate HyperDoc

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PpqqydRcd0MHWfqGfCKGQyywnMrZq9zKmb7PWFGrTdI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PpqqydRcd0MHWfqGfCKGQyywnMrZq9zKmb7PWFGrTdI/edit?usp=sharing


Intermediate Activity



This lesson has been created using a HyperDoc format. 
There are video links, web content, reflective questions, 
factual responses and a link to a community Padlet to 
add reflections to at the end of the learning. The overall 
layout is the same for the Junior and Intermediate 
versions, but the links and responses requested from 
students are slightly different. 

Before this HyperDoc, please make a copy for yourself. 
Feel free to make any changes that would tailor the 
learning more specifically to your students.  

The activity can be assigned through Google classroom 
for independent completion, completion with small 
groups, or feel free to use it as a whole class 
exploration. 

Treaty Week - Exploring 
Treaties Junior HyperDoc

https://docs.google.com/a/gotvdsb.ca/document/d/1lBfM0NmIgm3m9JSk9c6j_mIUWuBxmfNsfCcA2EYObu4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/gotvdsb.ca/document/d/1lBfM0NmIgm3m9JSk9c6j_mIUWuBxmfNsfCcA2EYObu4/edit?usp=sharing

