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Growing Excellences, Inspiring Success





Grand Erie Parent Involvement Committee

Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.
Dogwood Room - Waterford District High School
Chair: Tom Waldschmidt                                                                                       Recorder: Wendy Hibbard
MINUTES
Present: Tom Waldschmidt, Rita Collver, John Forbeck, Shawn McKillop, Karen Suchinski, Verna Millington, Nancy Waldschmidt, Kevin Wilson, Jean Montgomery, Brent Howard, Kim Rent, David Lloyd, Diane Burdiak, Patti Allan, Katherine Hagan, Scott Wilson, Theresa Robbins, Ronda Nix
Regrets: Darryl Casey

Guest: Eva Dixon, Trustee

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Minutes

2.1
Approval of Minutes

Moved by Kim Rent; seconded by Ronda Nix that the minutes be approved as distributed.
2.2 Business Arising from Minutes
No business arising.

3.
Financial Report
J. Forbeck
S. McKillop explained that from the Regional Grant of $10,000 for the Parent Symposium, the Ministry allocated $500.00 for promotion.  GEPIC was asked to cover the shortfall for the posters and postcards that were printed and distributed to all students.  The four hundred bags that were ordered didn't fit into the budget and GEPIC was asked to cover the $1,000 cost.
A report on the final numbers will be deferred until after the symposium. 
4.
Updates from the Board Table
R. Collver/C. Lefebvre
Trustees David Dean and Rita Collver are planning to visit every School Council in the Board.  They have completed five so far and find the experience very rewarding.
The school year calendar for 2012-13 has been approved by the Board and now awaits Ministry approval.
There are a number of policies and procedures that are out for comment.  School Councils receive these through e-mail.
Special Education is holding a number of open houses to review program services.  These open houses will be held at Hagersville Secondary School on April 17th, Waterford Public School on April 24th and Branlyn Community School on April 25th.
5. 
Director's Update

J. Forbeck
Pink Shirt Day was February 29th.  This was started many years ago because of a bullying incident.  The event makes a statement against bullying.  The Boys and Girls Club bought tee shirts for some high needs schools.  A National Day of Pink will be held in April.
There are a number of upcoming events that are posted on the Board website.
There was a significant event last week in which ten students from every secondary school met at the Best Western in Brantford to take part in the Student Voice Conference.  They participated in a series of activities to get their opinions about achievement, engagement and environment.  Twitter feeds and video stations were set up.  A couple of elementary school classes in grades 7 and 8 joined the Twitter feed.  Student trustees will bring a report to the Board including video footage.
6. 
Planning, Discussion and Sharing 
6.1 Parent Involvement Symposium – March 31st 
J. Montgomery/S. McKillop
Registration and Promotion:

· The number of registrants for the symposium is at 125 and growing.  A reminder to GEPIC members that they need to register as well.
· Notification will be put on the Board website that the registration date will be extended.
· Following March Break there will be one last push by advertising on CD98, CKPC and MOOSE FM.  Target every newspaper for Tuesday, March 20th.
· Encourage all schools that have signs to promote the Parent Symposium, send direct e-mails to parents, Synervoice messaging, promote at student council meetings, post on school television screens. 

· Contact new parents who are registering JK/SK students.
· Suggestion to make font bigger on the free food ad.

· J. Forbeck challenged principals at resent Director's meetings to send five parents to the symposium.
Workshops and Storefronts:

· Ages and Stages – the Elementary Program Team suggested changing the format to target parents K-6.  E-mail those people who have registered to advise and revise the description of the workshop and include facilitators' names.
· The panel discussion will consist of the vice principal at St. George, parents and students, a school council member.  The content would include what parent involvement looks like, share experiences of a busy parent being involved in their child’s education, especially high school parents, and one that doesn’t get to all activities but is a faithful volunteer, to give a different degree of perspectives.
· There will be six workshops that will run twice.
· Storefronts – Girl Guides, Kids Can Fly, School Councils, Food for Thought – together with Child Nutrition Network.


Sponsorship and Door Prizes:
· Suggestions about what to put in the bags:  prepared name tags with school name and workshop number, evaluation sheet, resources for help, booklets with pens, Mental Health Strategies bookmark, apples, K. Wilson is donating 400 bottles of water.

· Shawn will prepare a function letter to ask for donations from businesses.
· Suggest three from each county:  K. Wilson and J. Montgomery will canvas Norfolk; T. Robbins will canvas Brantford; K. Wilson will approach Tim Horton's in Hagersville and T. Waldschmidt will organize the donation of smoke alarms from Brant County.
· Need to solicit from "for profit" storefronts.


Organization:

· The storefronts will be set up by the custodians.

· There was a discussion about students performing musically for an hour during registration.
· Waterford Student Council will be assisting.
· K. Rent contacted Caledonia, Hagersville, Simcoe and Delhi for students to assist with registration and cafeteria duty.
· During lunch a speaker's corner will be set up with a videographer to get parents' comments.

· Determine in what rooms the workshops will take place and the equipment required.

· S. McKillop collected e-mail addresses from the committee so that a list of jobs that need to be done will be sent out the week before the event.

· Waterford District High School is providing the food for the day.  Students and teacher, Foods Program Coordinator, Teresa Kelly, will be in attendance to take care of the details and the cleanup.  Food will be delivered separately to the children in the day care area.

7.
School Council Updates
Caledonia Centennial
· Had a wonderful spaghetti dinner fundraiser and are planning a Mothers' Day breakfast.
· School Secretary Anne McAlpine has retired and will be missed.

Delhi Public School
· Delhi has the funds for a new score board for their gym.   
· The plans for the addition for the Kindergarten rooms are almost finalized.

· French students were successful in the Norfolk Arts Competition.
· Chocolate bar sales raised $12,000 which will go towards CPIP for air conditioning, water bottle filling station for intermediate grades and water fountains for the kindergarten students.
· e-readers and Blackberry Playbooks are being used by students for enhanced literacy for grades 2 and 6. 
· Postcards were left at some businesses in town welcoming Kindergarten students.

Valley Heights

· Parent Teacher night was well attended.
· 
The Drama Club participated in the Sears Drama Festival.
· 
Girls' Senior Volleyball won silver and Girls' Junior Volleyball won gold at CWOSSA.

Paris Central
· 
Chocolate bar campaign was a successful fundraiser. 
· 
New principal, Jane Goldspink, has a lot of goals for the school including CPIP application for the playground.

· 
Fundraising goes back to the parent body.

· 
Grade 8's had a wonderful Grade 8 Night in January.

Teeterville
· 
Parent Information Meeting will be held on March 22nd.
· 
Constable Owen Bittle will speak about internet safety.  Letters will be sent home to get more response.
· 
Fun fair is planned for June.

Tollgate Tech

· 
Spring sale will take place in May.
· 
D. Lloyd will be attending a Vocational School Administration Conference to share and discuss concerns and issues for a specialized group of students.

Walpole North

· 
Chocolate bar sale fundraiser.  
· 
Magician Claude Hagerty was well received.

· 
Library is being renovated.

Dufferin 
· 
Yuk Yuks Comedy on March 31st.  Tickets are going quickly.

· 
Parent Council bought some ukuleles for the school last year. Primary and senior groups are going to play at the Kiwanis Festival.  They were the opening act for Girls' Night Out in February and are playing at the Sanderson Centre for Education Week.

· 
The Write to Give project, in its 3rd year, has raised $1,000.  All those students will be presented at the Sanderson Centre.  It would be wonderful to invite Amy McLaren to a GEPIC meeting.

· 
Getting walls for kindergarten area. Once grass is rooted, the fences will be removed.

Waterford District High School

· 
Student-led activities in four different areas – zumba, health and wellness, mental health, tolerance and differences. The students were most attentive and well engaged. 

· 
Theresa Kelly is putting on brunch for the whole school.

· 
Junior Boys' Basketball won gold; the Seniors won silver.
Centennial-Grand Woodlands

· 
There is a new breakfast program taking place from 8:15 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. on Monday mornings. Breakfast is served by adult volunteers and some of the older students help with the cleanup.
 8.   Other Business – None
9. Next Meeting 
May 10th 6:30 p.m. in the Dogwood room at Waterford District High School.
Moved by Scott Wilson and seconded by Theresa Robbins that the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
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